
MISSION, October 21 - 
Rafting expert Gary Lacy 
informed local outdoors 
enthusiast Eric Ellman on 
Monday that the Rio Grande 
was a "perfect" location 
for the construction of a 
whitewater park.
Ellman, executive director 
of Los Caminos del Rio, 
envisions a recreational 
park on the river that would 
include kayaking, whitewater 
rafting, wake boarding, and 
all other water activities. 
Coordinating such an effort 
on an international border 
entails massive effort, but 
Ellman is encouraged by the 
support he has received from 
some governmental agencies 
and businesses.
"It's a relatively inexpensive 
endeavor because this is all 
public land. There is no big 
public infrastructure that 
would need to be moved," 
said Lacy, who visited the Rio 
Grande at Anzalduas Park for 
the first time and was visibly 
impressed.
The only modification that 
Lacy would recommend is 
raising the level of the river by 
placing rocks on the bottom, 
which would create a slope as 
well as "white water" as the 
water runs past. Also, another 

channel that that flows into 
the river would need to be 
added to allow kayakers a 
place to enter the river.
Utilizing the natural slope 
of the land that borders the 
river in Anzalduas Park right 
at the dam, Lacy suggests 
connecting that artificial 
channel to the river and 
admits that it would be the 

most expensive part of the 
project. But it would also keep 
the river as close to its natural 
structure as possible, thereby 
limiting any unforeseen 
environmental damage.
"You could have a beginner 
channel right here," Lacy 
explains, pointing out the path. 
"You've got so much room 
here that is underutilized."
Lacy is part of Recreation 
Engineering and Planning, 
a Boulder, Colorado-based 
company that has designed 
90 percent of the nation's 
whitewater parks. He is 
considered a world expert on 
such parks, having designed 
the U.S. kayak training 
facility in North Carolina. 

Lacy argues that people in 
northern states with extreme 
weather would travel just to 
see the sun. "I can't stress how 
much it would draw people," 
he said.
Visualizing the water park is 
not difficult either, especially 
with the assistance of 
South Texas College (STC) 
instructors and students. 

Computer Aided Drafting 
and Design students have 
visited the site, and even 
gone kayaking with Ellman, 
and are eager to engage in 
the design for this water park, 
according to CADD Program 
Chair Reynaldo Sanchez. 
"We had lots of fun. About 
90 percent of them said it was 
their first time kayaking."
Fellow CADD instructor Irma 
Olivo is also excited about the 
idea. "To be able to preserve 
this type of environment for 
recreational purposes, it's 
great."
Other people are in support 
of Los Camino del Rio's 
vision of a white water park, 
including U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection (CBP), 
and the mayor of Reynosa, 
Ellman said.
José Robinson, the tourism 
director of Reynosa, supports 
the enterprise. "We are very 
glad. This is the first time 
we've done this kind of project 
together, a binational event. 
For us it is very important," 
he said.

Robinson said he and Reynosa 
Mayor Oscar Luebert believe 
that these kinds of events 
will bring tourism, and look 
forward to working with their 
friends on the Texas side of 
the border.
CBP want to work together 

with Los Caminos del Rio, 
Ellman said. They encouraged 
Los Caminos del Rio staff to 
stay in touch with their office, 
and "share ideas and cooperate 
so that authorities can make 
informed decisions about 
planned infrastructure for the 
area," Ellman said. He pointed 
out that Los Caminos del Rio 
has letters of support from the 
International Boundary and 
Water Commission in both 
Spanish and English. "They 
bought our kayaks for us," 
Ellman said.
Los Caminos del Rio plans to 
hold the Big River Festival on 
Saturday, Nov. 1, at Anzalduas 
Park in Mission. All those 
interested or curious about 
this white water rafting park-
in-planning are encouraged 
to attend.
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"It's a relatively inexpensive endeavor because this is all 
public land. There is no big public infrastructure that would 

need to be moved."
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